ALL IS NOT LOST: THERE IS HOPE YET!

Despite all of the problems our people face, all is not lost. The research gives us some light of hope from the local people and communities, who are aware of the problems
and want to protect their forests. Many of them already have good environmental insights and know well about sustaining the forests. They have traditional forest
management sysiems that clearly designate arcas that are protected, cultivated, communal, or religious forest. Despite their difficulties some farmers still use methods that
limit soil loss, more quickly improve soil fertility and productivity, and prevent damage to surrounding areas. The communities are willing and eager to return to their

sustainable forest management practices. They ask only for recognition of their ability and right to manage the forests - and backing where needed to help protect them.
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